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A Message from Our CEO

IT'S A BIG WORLD.

\ ®
Nl'-'»PA“ LET'S PROTECT IT TOGETHER!

AS THE THREAT OF CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) GROWS, IT IS CRITICAL TO HAVE THE
INFORMATION YOU NEED TO HELP MITIGATE IMPACTS AND PROTECT YOUR COMMUNITY.

To Our NFPA® Community,

With recent reports indicating the rapid expansion of COVID-19 around the globe, there has
never been a more critical time to work together to safeguard lives from this public health
crisis. As an all-hazards information and knowledge leader, NFPA offers a variety of tools that
businesses, schools, and health care providers can use to help prepare for and develop or
update continuity plans, and protect those who may be vulnerable to, or may be exposed to
this infectious disease.

Regardless of whether COVID-19 has already hit your community, the threat provides the
opportunity to evaluate your readiness and put a plan in place if the danger of the virus
continues to grow.

Use the following NFPA codes and standards to assist in your efforts to address this issue
through measures related to prevention, mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery.
Free access available to the public on nfpa.org .

o NFPA 1600°, Standard on Continuity, Emergency, and Crisis Management, is the
recognized National Preparedness Standard®, offering vital information on conducting risk
assessments, business impact analysis, capabilities, needs assessments, and developing
emergency and recovery plans for myriad events including pandemic.

o NFPA 99, Health Care Facilities Code, is an indispensable resource for healthcare
decision-makers, offering essential safety information and requirements for emergency
planning, isolation spaces, infection control, IT and data infrastructure, and many other
relevant topics.
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. NFPA 1999, Standard on Protective Clothing and Ensembles for Emergency Medical
Operations, provides requirements for the clothing and certain respiratory devices used not
only by on-scene first responders but also by first receiver health care workers at facilities
where treatment will be rendered.

. NFPA 1581, Standard on Fire Department Infection Control Program, provides the
minimum requirements for infection control programs to help identify and limit the potential
of an infectious exposure to fire department members as well as other first responders during
the performance of their assigned duties and within the responder working and living
environment.

As the uncertainty and concerns around COVID-19 broaden worldwide, NFPA is
committed to helping entities and communities address risks through developing emergency
plans. Take action to help slow the spread and reduce the impacts of coronavirus by accessing
the critical provisions found in NFPA 1600, NFPA 99, NFPA 1999, and NFPA 1581. You can also
find more information on this subject in this recently posted blog Organizational Planning Tips
for Pandemic Preparedness from NFPA.

In addition, for the latest updates on the coronavirus, visit the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention website.

Sincerely,

Jim Pauley

President and CEO, NFPA
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